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Collect & readings 

 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness, 

and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: 

give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; 

and, as you know our weakness, 

so may we know your power to save; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

Isaiah 55.6-9  An Invitation to Abundant Life 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

   call upon him while he is near;  
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 

   and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

   and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.  
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

   nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.  
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

   so are my ways higher than your ways 

   and my thoughts than your thoughts.  

Matthew 7.7-12  Ask, Search, Knock; The Golden Rule 

7 ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door 

will be opened for you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 9Is there 

anyone among you who, if your child asks for bread, will give a stone? 10Or if the 

child asks for a fish, will give a snake? 11If you then, who are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 

good things to those who ask him!  

12 ‘In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is the 

law and the prophets.  


